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Ezra’s
Expedition

by Dan Talbot

is registered name is Just A
HGelding, but that seems too

modest for a horse that has
walked across America.

Nicknamed Big Red, the 16-hand
Solid Paint-bred carried Ezra Cooley
on a meandering two-year expedition
from California to New York.

In mid-May, they were south of
Austin, headed for Brownsville, at the
tip of Texas.

Ezra, a young man on a mission,
hopes to conquer Australia next, then
ride across Africa, South America and
Europe over a 10-year period. Through
supporters’ donations, his world trav-
els will benefit Children’s Miracle Net-
work, an international medical charity
based in Salt Lake City.

“My given name comes from the
Hebrew word for ‘help,” he explains.
“I'm ridin’ for the kids.”

Ezra, 28, grew up in Chico, Calif.,
and had “never known a day without a
horse.” In his early twenties, he was
self-employed as a general contrac-
tor and for fun competed in wild horse
races at rodeos.

One day, though, after a long father-
son ride and talk, Ezra decided to chuck
it all for the adventure of a lifetime.

He had acquired Big Red in a swap
for a debt, and there was an instant
chemistry between the two. The long-
striding sorrel was soon to prove “the
toughest horse ['ve ever owned.”

Ezra cinched up the roping saddle
his father had made for him, loaded
his “survival stuff” onto Jahob, his

(continued on page 8)
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Claddagh
Sport Horses

from my Irish heritage,” says

Bridget Brandon of her attrac-
tion to horses, a trait shared by no one
else in her family.

When she was eight, her Irish
grandmother gave her a Christmas
gift of riding lessons. Growing up in
Little Rock, Ark., Bridget remembers
happy summer days catching horses
in a family friend’s pasture and riding
them bareback. There wasn't much
English riding in Arkansas, but she did
participate in the Jubilee Horse Trials
(profiled in the May Horse Report) on a
horse coincidentally named Jubilee.

Her father told her she could go to
any college within 300 miles of home.
He relented for an extra 15 miles, and
Bridget attended SMU in Dallas, where
she studied photography, painting and
drawing and earned a BFA in 1984,
After graduation, she worked in public
relations and marketing for Republic
Bank (later acquired by Bank of Amer-
ica) and then for GTE (acquired by Veri-
zon). As a young mother, with one child
at home and another on the way, she left
the professional world in 1998,

In her late twenties, Bridget began
formal riding lessons at Willow Bend
Polo & Hunt Club in Plano. Through
the years, she has been a student of
such well-known area trainers as Alana
Featherstone, Stacie Goodson, Russell
Frey, and Belinda Bond.

££ It must be a throwback gene

Bridget Brandon and CR Andiamo, her 12-year-old Dutch Warmblood gelding, on
their way to winning the Level 6 Open Jumper class at Brownland Farm in Nashville,

Tenn., last spring.

Since 1990, Bridget has competed
with notable success as an amateur on
the hunter/jumper circuit. A couple of
changes she has seen over the years
are the refinement of the sport horses
bred in the U.S. and the trend in the
hunter ring to more natural-looking
jumps, like birch logs and vine-covered
Coops.

In 1996, she began breeding Olden-
burgs, a German warmblood originally
developed as a coach horse in the 17th
century and today increasingly used
for show jumping. She hosted several
approved inspections for the German
Verband (registry) at the Bartonville
farm where she and her then hushand
lived for 10 years.

With her children now older (Maddie
is 12 and Reeves is nine), Bridget

has recently joined Justin Insurance,
owned by a partnership with nearly
100 years of equine insurance experi-
ence, to serve the English market in
Texas and the surrounding states. She
is also a certified equine appraiser, pro-
viding valuations for high-dollar pur-
chases, donations, legal proceedings,
and insurance claims. A former direc-
tor of the North Texas Hunter/Jumper
Association, she has judged such area
vouth shows as the Dallas Scholarship
Riding Club.

This spring, she moved her chil-
dren, her horses and her three dogs
(a Giant Schnauzer, a Corgi, and a toy
Yorkie named EIf) to a farm just east of
Argyle, where she has set up her prac-
tice jumps and is remodeling a Medi-
terranean-style house.

John & Georgie Green
Jamie, Bob, Tutum & Mattie Willard
Gina, John, Sarah & Molly Pruetz

ARIA Certified Instructor
Dressage / Eventing
Lynda & Don Lewis, Owners Call for appointment

1516 Sally Ann St. (817) 447-6161

Burleson, TX 76028 Ibl430@anl.com
www.lyndonacres.com

14

& ROADSHOW
X MORGANS s

10 * RANCH
PO Box 223, Morgan Mill, Texas 76465
[254) 965-G444 » Fux (254) 065-3844
Distripurors oF Di. Benson's Tomal NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENT
* * x * ok * * * K #

LONE STAR HORSE REPORT + JUNE 2008



New 2008
Dover Saddlery Catalog

Bridget Brandon af her Argyle farm, with daughter Maddie, son
Reeves, and canine family members Elf and Luka.

She calls the 10-acre property Claddagh Sport Horses.
Claddagh is a ring design (two hands clasping a heart, sur-
mounted by a crown). Attributed to an old Irish legend, it
signifies friendship, lovalty, and love.

Bridget continues to compete on hunter/jumper circuits
in Texas, Kentucky, Georgia, Tennessee and Mississippi.
Back home, she enjoys taking her show horses on trail rides,
sometimes with a Western saddle, to “clear their minds.”

Her jumper is CR Andiamo, a dark brown Dutch Warm-
blood she describes as a “once in a lifetime"” horse. “He's not

(continued on page 16)

Discover the largest
selection of English riding
apparel and tack and
the best in customer service

LIVESTOCK
FACILITIES Request a FREE catalog
HORSE BARNS =~ FENOES -~ METAL BUILDINGS Or]ll-ne Or bY Phﬂne

DoverSaddlery.com

“Quality Custom Builders” 1-800-662-9673

New Dover Saddlery store
now open in Dallas!
7529 Campbell Road
1-972-818-3600

Fencing: * Barns
* Pipe on Pipe * Loafing Sheds
* Pipe & Cable * Metals Buildings
* Pipe & Horse Wire * Round Pens

We do brush removal and dirt work, too!

Jeff Hooper, Owner
940-453-4118 « Ponder, Texas

Discover the Dover Difference
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Claddagh Sport Horses
(continued from page 15)

the easiest to ride,” she says, “but he has
tons of heart. He'll give you 150 percent
if he feels like you're giving 90."

Her hunter is Sinners Prayer, a
Bavarian Warmblood mare. A National
Conformation Hunter Champion, she is
currently for sale,

Kiss This is a bay 16.3-hand home-
bred Oldenburg mare that Bridget
describes as “one of the bravest horses

ing the ropes with her friend Jackie
Chalk.

Ava is a big-striding yearling warm-
blood, sired by Ariadus, a Premium-
rated Holsteiner, and out of a Selle
Francais international competitor once
ridden by McClain Ward. The filly lost
her left eye in a freak pasture accident,
but Bridget is confident that her strong
athletic promise will compensate for the
handicap.

The “steady Eddie" of Claddagh
Sport Horses is Cognac Gold, a 36-year-

I've ever ridden.” She's excited about
starting her in eventing this fall, learn-

old Holsteiner. On him, Bridget won the
Zone 7 championship three years in a
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' e Wayne Halvorson, President AQHA
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row and the Southwest Show Jumping
Series, among other honors. “He takes
care of my weaned babies now,” she
says.

Journey is a “super athletic” two-
year-old Oldenburg now in training with
Roger Daly of Aubrey. Equine photogra-
pher Gloria McDonald, Bridget's former
neighbor in Bartonville, took a picture
of Journey as a foal, galloping alongside
his dam, which appeared on the cover of
the Horse Report in May, 2007, %

For more information on Claddagh
Sport Horses or Justin Insurance, call
(817) 454-4537.
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* Hunter/Jumpers
For Sale

+ Custom Boarding
* Indoor & Outdoor Arenas

Vicky Ferrer
817.220.0937

Bluebonnet Arabian
Horse Club

Open Fun
Training Shows
* Dressage Schooling Shows
* Trail Rides « Parades
« Family Get-Togethers
*» Year-End Awards Banquet

For more information, call
Michelle Slaughrer

(214) 557-7432
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